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Dear Jim, 



4/28/71 



^ personal letter, to you only, not to your coanEltLee. It is Dromnted bv 
several things you said last night without really thinking them through, wSt Lounte 
to acceptance of the self-justification of others as fS^ 

you ^ xn a position to know better. I say this and what fol.ows ^ ckuSzf ^u 
und \r ^ idfterent motive. The time hoti come when I will not again oven 

int :x^ble stupidiUes. all immoral and unetSlwi ^St 
01 tne silly alfort to make of the committee wfaat it wil n^ver bf^n ^^4. 

not be. an effort to breathe left into the stmu>™. ’ 

’ M, “T first orgarised his committee, he’ had - 

hia board of directors in udnd before seeking iaembei*8hip. It iii ohl of the reA<?nn 

crtao .oula join. I o^.i„i aao L th. otliJ; - 

1. th. uoforslTobio. «o tad suoh oobltlon. ouoh nobUlg of L ^rSX’ 

boXbiSd r 

work^t now, even after so long a time, seems hard to bolifk 
hawfi 1 * contrary of that selfishness horeshit Bud and Bob feed you I 

S before I knew any others were in 

after publication of the Itirlted edition, it did it also with that mdor tn 
pim^. oooe I loobtad of othoro, oo,d to »»okl ,.tao' of^ 

~££ SssS &>T?“ 

w>vn4' wA A*i 1 >4 M A-t A. a«.F 1 \f^B concomed aoout tho imnact on 

would havt' ' worried about what this, eventually, 

^ a Peraon. There are a few of the nuts who have ooo’ resent 
at vnat they regard ao a fatherly attitude on mv T)ai*t It h <* o ^ ^ ±. 

I am ild enou^;h to be the father of most, the ^E^the^ of 

forces and ways. I oee aiid understand what those w"th les- 
e^nence often do not. and I am content to rest on the ustabli h^ vSSiS of il’ not 
close to it. for in almost all cases it is already staSTjveS 
thin sometimes reLUlta in bitterness and resentment that is not einreaaed in t r^ ^ tn t 

to ^ alone, with psychological devices, 'fhia ii not 

to ^ tliat I have always been right, never make luistokes, but 1*11 stocks: thi rrenrri 
against any other, for all the eTn^ors 1 have made, of judki^nt and orSu 2 f 

to rtaiize, rathex outgoing and trusting. Tour new board aen^r 
Maiy, uten she was here, did in fact give me.hell for trusting so m w 

Sto Z disappears. One minor example of wia.^yJT£v^ k^^Jle^ 

is the John ^orge picture, ths only copy I Bad. In this c^e I still r^cil Se^v ^ 

Let lae wliat may a.em like a lack of continuity in this. After your call last 

ScaT^il ^ ^ i^^regularly. The physical and 

n ^ ^ ^ continuoSr, longer, 

believe, than any others, under more unfavorable donditions. of some of^;h ^'are 









aware, Tlie emc-tioiial toll ha^ been heavy, and euch things as Garrison and now Bud 
aro worst in tlds aproa# At the moment, what I do not have to tell you about the 

p/blisher contributes, 3o, I forced myself to stay in bed later tlian usual, even if 

without sleeping^ and I write this iu places because there ar : the nomintr thin-TS, 

} n shavin^^, and writing tide is a disa^prceable reliving, so i do it in np^irts, 

Wliat you will come to understand is tl:at the only reason I am taking time to do 

this now, to write this at all, is for you, *Jow you may not see it that way, but you may 

understand Ln^tcer if you understand, by asking yourself, that it can mean nothing for 
for me, do nothing for me, rfhat other purpose coiJLcj I by any means serve? 

As I said earlier, I aiu older th.n oil o'thers, and I do havo a sort of fatherly 
interest in those few I do like and do respect and of wlicim, in the end, I do hope for 
nieaningfia contributions. Tou are going to have to live in tlie future with this part of 
your life, an A the future always beings the jJisi^t of hindsigiit. It can be ^oncomforteble, 
*fhis, too, is a functioii of years, I do not think you will be K^p^^y if you are iJorg of 
sODet^dng that, regardless of your motives or those others tiling they havem you in 
retrospect jthiag wa^ either not good or not moral and ethical, that did ^rrong or bad 
, th1n^-i, tliat defeated or impaired tho enaormous v:ork of others. 

You .iay dispite tliat this nowest imii.orality anl otupidity, for it both, with *“ 0353 , 
follows my seuaiiig hud copies of my Hitters, Tlie obvious is co^ncthing that oftens escapes 
Ej£tny, In retrospect, everyono may think coi^e thing so obvious he also thou^t of it 
i.*j:.edlately. But I think it not likely tliat tliis business wac- not an effort to take over 
what ^ had initiated, ana tr.stQd all of you Tilth. Hot kao\d-ng tb . date Bob started on it, 
or how, I cannot of course co^aa up with pro. f . I con ucggect th t the time interval 
bean, licavily my way, I con also suggest tliat, especially with this alleged fear of my 
my "wrath*^, th-. :rjoct obviou;. an the conplf-tcJiy norruol thinr to l ave done would have been 
to acknowledge Liy luttur with u simple coiament to tho oficct that you-all had had the same 
idea incLepcndoatly and were taking your ov/n ap/roach to It, ‘fhis, coming iiorvCcUAtely, woul 
would liave ai; leeuit addreoced tliat ciuectidi. But honest people 'in other ereas> have 
trouble being diehoaest. Bishops arc not tho best pickpockets, Failurr; to do this and 
partxcularly the injunction to secrecy, so ti:et no woi4; of it would got back to jsc, leave 
little doubt in my and I tell you fi-enkli^ t^iat untill there is oroof that rrv'kes it 
possible to bv.lieve your version, I simply do not and see no basis for It, 



fhere ie a record that addresses this perfectly. It equally obviou.': that with -the 
br- of the Anay Intelligence stoiy*- the thing should have occurred to all of us 

who knew of Po;ioll. You people knew lc..ii., had done leas, knerf of it only recently. Others 
of us had ./orkod on it long, long before your loo existed, But your oonuiittoe has 

arregated, or at .eiaptod to arrogate to itself, a;thoritle3, functions and responsibilities 
it does not hav^ti and caiLiot exerclso. So, there is an easy morality in all of thin that 
tend to obscure what sttipped of all the selfOju&tlficatio-i b cornea no more than 
unethical. With the Army stuff thera is and can bo do doubt. You can check your orm files 
files on this. I wrote the unay, sent Bod copies, and later there sud/enly bloossomed 
ed his original idea, or Bobs, to Iscuc tliat craEj^ release. How LTuch later you can recall 
;d.thout checidLog your files, for it wac not until Bud*s office party that I blundered 
into it. When tha reaction to my destr action c- that stupidity/vanity was resistance, I 
was wrathtul. But I was also right, and it died, and you were saved, and all of us were 
saved hurt, Had I not lost my cool, so powerfully, there would have been this great 
bliuxdor, thi::^ ^reat help to the othtjr side, somethin^: they could have achieved a crcdibilit 
by sinply sliooting it do^. Aside froii; all of this, there we another apsect, I have a 
have a cpe'i ill case against the Army intolligence. But Bud is unwilling to sliorc 
oven that which is the property of othjrs with others. It all belong to him, in his mind, 
sinplo bocaure ho has the great committe-j, great only because it is hia, groat only in 
the dislionesty publicity he has created for it. 
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Eie ap;.roaoh to the tnay was ny idea alone. Bud, Bob or both stole it. Collectivoly 
you could not handle it. It came out as stupid and the kind of thinjj that had to do 
woroe than fall ami worse, help them. But my centi’a! point here is .-norsl amicfthtioBl. 

^ y«'*i cnQ recalx the be^juiing of this arguzB'nt, you nujt recall that I 

not wrathful, that X was calm, ana that ••• did not get angiy until there was not 
^temative ap:-roaoh, for that enormous stupidity had t > be proventod. I record 

here addressed tlie soiiu^ncos with ^oggs. il.o pos. ible consequenceo •..ith J>o.:ffs arc wjwse, 

^ tlxy uay haro the oy-produot of ruiiiing any chance of any Coiigres; ional col’ aboration 
in thw. iXiture. 

On the questions of ethics and morality I remind you od the Hay case. For all lie 
spc-nt, for alx the time and collaboration from incoaioetonts ho had. Bud came tip with 
notM^ except child's stuff, nothin.: significant, ok th.) other hand, I did nda: a deal - 
with him. He considered it imposuiblo, out 1 pulle<i it off. Hy terns wen clear, explicit 
aoo eyre^ to. So, after I do all this work, after 1 got him his client and givo him his 
^•3 ^ami lie even stuck me for wliat are for me considerablo phone bills-whein I asked for 
tham uQ actually said ho didn t have tho money! ) , idiat docs ho do but say it is his 
.eeiaxittee that iias don.- the work I did, nmt that ilaamonde, irtus isn't oven a competent 
cro^, was ms inves tigator. He took Flamtnonde to Bumpe ^youe explanation, that'P's 
^bUcher paid his expeneos, doesn't stack, for k had no publirfacr). Bow hpo 1 had ray 
took uono. It x» pretty obvious that I haa no personal gain involved in my pre-condition 
auit the xuvestigator on the case. As 1 have told you many time. Bud has to be 

pi-o.eote. iroB Bud. ^ is also a suck for any kind of curve or drop, s-windng wildly at 
w ignored, de i^d no koney to live up to his agreement, to take me sdth him 
wn^i. hi. wont to seo Bay, alter 1 got him the case, but he harX for all sorts of other 
^ ^oi^y wasteful tilings, like Burope, which is the Buie mi.ntafce, what could have 
yi.ldbi. noviang txcepc ix> tm. uevotee of ton oneaijat of poor detectiw fiction, Tb.e real 
wor^ to be in “emphiB in particular, war nevor ap >roachea. uud in inca-»ble of it. 

^ litilc there wa.- very productive, as to a de^rreo you know. And the more I succeed, 
tne more Butl rosonca, o ^ cvi, 

^ idye you much mort., taut this is enough to put--' you into a po.-^itlon to mjikf an 
indcp^ont judgemuat, Onu thing I ad. i I got from fi^.whiat hobody else did tho oii- time 
I saw huu. Dies this make Bod happy? Bo. He still doenn*t ke. p me filled in. how much of 
tius do you think i'll put up with? Or aliould? You toll me who you know who would have 
put up With as muoh? 

Yet through all ox tkls time, I wa-i keeping you, until it became i^lpos-it^e, you 
ooliectlvel’'^, with the esoMice of my successes, and you damned well know this, Kow show 
^ one t ing you collecttvely produced that you shared with me. And I'm tlv selfish. 

I'm the parsr.oid? Can you reall yourself tids? 

^d's judgement is oiaerabla. Bvery time he fails to consult with me, and it is his 
ago elony that precludes it, for whenever he has asked me to go to DC, --hnther or not 
I coulu ^lord dither the alit^it coet or toe tine, I did. Going back to the Hallock case, 
he ^cin t coneult me about Forman, and that was, as I told Bud an so.m as he didn a 
real ^s»3ter, i have never said anything about it, eave in PHHI (and I want the 
Imeaate return of both of those books), giving all the credit to Bud, but « g.-in l p-et 
^ hie ca.ee axter he lost it, propped his witnesses with what they didn't seCi think 
but am not sure ^mnged for Wecht, but I can play you the tapes of my showing him what 
he^u denrison throu^^ii to hi.s agreeiiBnt to oontinuo, bro’.i--ht back rathori 

Mtlou xor Jud to conunue, ana toen ha>i a very toxln^ fight with 3 laniijrta to --ct toe 
thing .joajxg u^jain. Bua got, ert-oii; for t,J.a '/ictory, but I did the .ork, Ana I'vt been 
ai-Lciit* So, thto ’lueation ox' egos is easily acLdresi;ed, 
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I did take you and ftlll aside one ^ and tell you the consequences unless there was a 
chan^, that I couldn t bell the cat and you*d have to* Tou failed, If I have to, I ..ill 
not* I nay be too late, but you believe lae, Jim, 1*11 do it. If I do not, all the 
work I*ve done, at all this great cost, the ruin of our lives and oui* futures uill be a 
futility. That I will not accept. 

Let 08 address Sprague. lou ar? welcoiae, as you*ve long known, to see my files on 
him. lou wil^ find that as I have had to drain myself to frustrate the enpraoue damage 
he did that could be prevented, and I can't begin to describe the cost, in money and 
physical and emotional drain, that I have spent an enonsous aiaount of painstaking time 
"' dtrer the years in trying to put a littlo conmon sense into his noodle. iSven rec^tly. 

Xou know of some. What you do not know is that hi *3 wife drew me aside and thanked me at 
Bud* 8 perty. Little as she knows, she does know he is xmts about this. I did not lean 
on him at the party until there was no choice, and what I thon did ti^t- he later found 
BO unooongenlal is to charge him with responsibility for any consequences. I also not only 
told hilB but proved to him that he know so goddamned little he ought never open his mouth. 
It is this that in retrospect he found so uncongenial, and it is, unfortunate!^’', true. 

^ took his appearance on the Iron dale show in flew York and ;^arsed it like a sentence. 
There was on it bo sin^e factual or accurate thing he said. In fact, that disaster was 
80 great that when I did the dale show six weeks ago, and J?'red has long been a friend of 
mine, Fred a^deed me afterward if all these guys were nuts. Be stilly likes Bud, but the 
others he doesn’t want to see again. If a nan who knows so litiae about the case as ^red, 
but is genui n e and conoemed, ean see this, can you imagine how bad they really were? 
Remember, I told you I had beensent this tape, told you to listen to it, and you didn't. 

Ttore is no chanco that in a long lifetime Sprague, rcgardlesG of the purity of his 
inctnetions, can begin to undo the ham he has done us. How can you expect me to continue 
to take this? Or to be silent In the facoof it, to not even try to do something Or how 
can you expect Dick to like it when faced with it in a way he camiot escape. It simply 
was necessary to try and close that nonstop flap jaw before somebody gets killed, and 
that, now is a distinct possibility, whether or not you know it. The great boon Is that 
he didn t tell your flapjow comroittce, which has the rentntion of an oversize sieve, 
all he was told. The rest I had to try and keep locked inside that hlownup head. 

Bick was very uucABirortable eifter he thou^t it over. Ve all have egos, and hia was 
deeply hurt. So, he got sore. if you have the sli^test doubt about what hjippened, I 
adore you to get him to go over it with me in front of you. 

There is no point Incontinuing «ith the specifics. I could write a book about them, 
they ar that many. I am trying only yo open your eyes and mind, for I do not want you to 
look hack in soorrow, to be hurt whyen you seek good, to fed later that you have sadly 
abused you wife, been part of hurt. But as of today, your oommittee done about as 
much good as Garrison. It is as eelflah and selfOseeklng as he and if it Haw c opn=> up with 
anything that In ahy way helps forward what we arc all supposed to be seeking, it has 
been kepf secret from me. As you know, so far as cooperation is concerned, it is you only. 

ob dldn t even get the copy of the Archives regulatiooe I asked of him. Vhiht reminds me 
of another picture of Bud you should know. Some time back, before he moved his office, I 
Mt there one day and he was all smiles and said, in almost thAae exact words, " we have 
(finally, at long last!} gotten something you don^t have*. What was it? Exhibit 710 
(and even that Bob didn t begin to get in full). Hell, we*d had that for years. It had 
than been in OOUP for tBo years. But Bud's unique genius is that he buys all the shit not 
already down the hppper, reads that, and ignores meaningful work. For that he has no 
re a d in g time. But I glvo yoru a picture of his jealousy, his attitude. 

What I am really addressing is how he can be so nice a guy in so many ways on 
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this bo 30 corrupt aiid. diahonest -and how In tfao future eh will eawirgo from this whole 
Garrison is. 1 do not want that to hapi^an. But I cannot long t^Jcc th-i time 
for the effort to inrovcnt it. Jior can I continue to permit tho enoiooua eaate of nrv- 
Uoao tliat te Las Mused. Come here some day and let me show you the amount of it reflected 
in things te no to do on paper that I dld-to no end, for he forgot as soon as ho 

aakcKi, of ho chaii^ed his mind, or ho dldn t read It, 

Glm, we have a record to look back upon. I an th>_ non-lawyer, but I think you 
agioe that substantially, even ny legal +udgeiBents and recoaminedations were the right 
^8. Whe« they were ignored, we fell. We might hot have avoided it had they not been 
^J.gnored, but we'd have had a better reford. ... , 

I think you should also make your own estinate of the validity of the pieoccupationa 
of ^ur ooEi^ttee, the total involvement in what any mature mind had to tell you was stdt. 

' ^ »> enormous an effort should have goAe into so much that could not 

posaib^ be right and could not, wore there the chance, be establi;:hcd. When tho wild 
geese did not come in on their own, you people eentnative beaters out. 

^ yo’A recall some of our argument at the time you began the cimpa^r project, you 

now, in tho currant issue, should see the validity of ay then argument. What was fed 
it was g^bage. The baaio work was not, so ti.e beaio work cannot be retrieved, 
it nay value at all, what Bon drafted would not have easergei in that form, if at 



I ai^ea the falsa calim about lack of index. I gave each one of you, personally, 
copies of all ay works nd all tho indexes. Those not printed In the book you had 
for leroxlne, Sprague and Berkley also had and duplicated these. Only the first 

printing of WW is without index. I do not give those aHsy. Besides, the few I have may 
some day have «alue, and I have very few. That edition sold out almost 10C?t. 

Take ay -..ord for it, tlujugh you will cot have this lenter in frtnw f©- it to nmira a 
d^ier«ice in what I do, from now on, to the degreo I can influence or control it, 
t^s ^ diffei-ent. '‘gain i have, to face our aurflvalHiilne and that of all of us. 
^you do not or cannot see it that way. I'm sorry, and I will not take more time to 
try and open your oyee. The poUtical stupidities in this anonymous memo-ask yourself 

T«n^ted, snd about that childish subUtle- are a discredit to all of you. 
if you read it, X*m ayrpiAaod you did not see ita boomerang potential* Right 
MW I'm at the ^t where if the other side doesn't. I'll consider showing it to ttienu 

vtodictivenass, either, for it can be productive. And it la a shamefully dlohoneet 
Mthod aM ^pxoaoh. ^t is cheap, unfaithful, deceptive end can be as ruinous to Boggs as 
to ua* Uhioh brings me to vihere X now 

I will not again repeat the total diahoneaty of the thing to which * objected so 
strongly and what it can mean to what ^ now have in the works. It cannot be innocent. 

or all, il the y^ar-old proijiae had been kept, it would not have been there for 
o ^ ^ inno^t^. But with Bud there is and can be no Icnocence. You ought be naUng 
your^ how, whM he ie in other wasy, tho kldn of guy he is, on this subject he c®^ 
risbenavc so badly. But it confronts me witn tiiat with which I must c«pe. If It is used 
^ ^ way, oot only kill the prospects of carrying that bit further, but it may 

kin pr^a^ prosprots I have for contextual use, for carrying It farther, and for 

ua^ it with the rest. If it does, then I have to con ider that to which I next turn, 

I win be in Hew York, and I win be seeking out other possibnittes. I have ment'ooned xm 
one to Whether or not I can arrange it, you would be wen advised to oonsldor that 
I wm try. 
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achicTD nothLn^, he wcrald sot his jaw and ignore what he wants to ignore. He probably 
will not admit it to himself, but xh he has made me too many promises he has not kept. 

I can^t accept promises any loore. Kow X want more than a promise, and I realise the .;ork 
this will require. I vrant the return of everything I have let any of you have, I want it 
now, and I want it completely. I want not onli what is in your files but whatever copies 
have been permitted to be made. Regardless of source, too, for Bud got much of my vozk 
from that other epitome of personal integrity. Garrison. The aolr exception is what is 
required for currmt litigation. I not only ask this, I expect it, and promptly. I 
simply cannot allow anything like thia to hi.ppen again, and I do not propose to again be 
,,j5ubjectcd to the iHnri of nervous and emptio^ straing this has caused. Neither my 
age nor the present condition cf my health per^ts it. 



X am surprised that you, peraonally, would go for that horaehit that X am so 
difficult t work with. XouM hav^ worked with me. Take two cases: the clothing.-gdc suit 
and the spectro. Did we have a single problem with the formex^ Idd you r ^peatedly not 
keep your schedules and dates on it, and did I not, in close to complete silence, accept 
this wasting of ^ tliaes and limited mean^ When Bud said that tho spectra oa.je would 
go to the Supreme Cour.. and he would do it, did X not let him do whatever he wanted, 
even when I disagreed with it? WLd we have a sin^e argument? Bid I interpose any 
oaerioua objection^? Was I, in fact, even consulted? Were tho long analyses I prepared 
evm consulted? ire the stupid errors so reflective of a lack of even the most basic 
knowledge of the fact of the assassination in any way justifiable? And the repetition of 
a serious one when I had caujit it, but it is in the appeal? ^ve \ ranted and raved about 
iMs very serious imposition upon me and my time? In each case I a^deed that I have 
time to review these papers for jxxst this purpose, yet in both cases it was made 
impossible. The results speak for themselves, as does the record. And the same thing 
happened with Ray, in and before Memphis. If we ar. aid prone to error, we are all old 
enougli to know tliat others may catch then. What better reason for me not having the 
opportunity, I have without deviation always been available, always found the Idme? 

I suggest you ask yourself is this is no more than accidental, or if it reflects som^ 
thing else, an incredible, cldJLdiah jealousy. 

of ^ 

There is not one you who knows enough about the essential fact of any of the 
caeee. How long it take before you both realise it and act upon it? Is this 
jealously to dominato everything you all do and what the rest of us can or must lAve 
with? It is not fear of my "wrath” tliat diacoiirages this. And I don’t a.*3k for the 
return of my travel expenses, of the parking fees I can’t afford. When I am asked, I am 
there, and you damned well onow it. I cool my heels, waste time, accept other personal 
abuses, but I ^ tljere. 



I could rohash more, like Baviaon and that crasy, wrong whole buidziess that killed 
ifhat had potential. I ought noi; need to at this point, I can do the same thing with 
^ongreaa, whether or not you know it, and with aspects of Tennessee. I content myself 
with Santayana: Be who does not leam from the ^aat is doomed to relive it. 



Slnoerely, 



Harold Weiaberg 



